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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 - 8 and 10 - 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jaffri(USPN 6,014,788). 

Jaffri discloses a tape roll for a lint removal assembly (Column 1, lines 4-5) comprising 
a substrate having opposed side edges and first and second major opposed surfaces of the tape 
(Figures 2 and 3), an adhesive layer carried on the first major surface of the substrate (Column 2, 
line 27), the substrate wound into a roll with the adhesive layer facing outwardly from the roll 
(Column 2, lines 28 and 29; Figures 1 - 7), a separable edge extending at least partially through 
the roll dividing the roll into a plurality of separable sheets (Column 2, lines 29 - 3 1; Figure 1, 
#03) and means applied to the substrate on the adhesive layer on at least one of an inner surface 
an outer surface of the tape roll for separating at least one of the side edges and the separable 
edge from adjacent portions of the substrate to facilitate separation of an outermost sheet from 
the roll (Figures 1 - 3, #15; Column 2, lines 44 - 50) as in claims 1, 10 and 12. With regard to 
claims 2-5, the separating means comprise deformations formed in the substrate wherein the 
deformations are embossings that permanently deform the substrate and extend one of 
longitudinally continuously and discontinuously along at least one of the side edges and the 
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separable edge of the substrate and laterally with respect to at least one of the side edges and 
separable edges of the substrate (Column 2, lines 29 - 32 and 36 - 53). As in claim 6, the 
deformations comprise at least one punching formed in the substrate and creating a partial 
aperture in the substrate, a separated portion of the substrate created by the punching extending 
away from one major surface of the substrate into contact with an adjacent portion of the 
substrate (Column 4, lines 6-8 and 26 - 3 1). The separating means also comprises a resilient 
element carried on the substrate in the form of a longitudinally extend strip formed as one of a 
continuous and discontinuous strip (Column 4, lines 32 - 33) as in claims 7 and 8. A plurality of 
pull tabs formed by non-adhesive portions extending substantially laterally between the side 
edges of the tape roll and on one surface of the substrate, each non-adhesive portion disposed in 
proximity with the separable edge of the tape roll to define one pull tab on each sheet to facilitate 
removal on an outermost sheet of the roll and the separating means carried on each of the 
plurality of the pull tabs (Column 2, lines 43-51; Figures 1 - 3, #15) as in claim 11. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jaffri in view 
McKay (USPN 5,027,465). 
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Jaffri discloses the claimed tape with lint roller assembly above except for a non-adhesive 
portion formed along at least one of the side edges and the separable edge of the substrate and at 
least a portion of the separating means mounted on the non-adhesive portion. 

McKay teaches a tape with lint roller assembly (Column 1, lines 4 and 5)with a non- 
adhesive portion formed along at least one of the side edges and the separable edge of the 
substrate and at least a portion of the separating means mounted on the non-adhesive portion 
(Column 5, lines 28-31) for the purpose of maintaining the retentive longitudinal continuous 
integrity of the adhesive tape roll (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the applicant's 
invention was made to have provided the non-adhesive edges in Jaffri in order to maintain the 
retentive longitudinal continuous integrity of the adhesive tape roll as taught by McKay. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia L. Nordmeyer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1496. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. from 7:00-4:30 & alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Y. Pyon can be reached on (571) 272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Patricia L. Nordmeyer 




Examiner 
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